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or drive away an annoyance. But it may become a very strong determination to oppose what is evil. It may have to resist the attractions of pleasure, the assaults of temptation, the tempests of passion, and desperate opposition. In this nature of ours, with its perverse tendencies, and in this world of ours, so full of evil, the resistance needed may require to be very determined and very prolonged. To be able to say No to plausible proposals is an essential power in all lofty character. A power of resistance may give great strength to the character, though if it is not judiciously guided it may become mere obstinacy. I read the imprecations of the Psalms as an expression of indignation against wickedness, which is an element* in all holy character.
V.  WISH.    It is of moment to distinguish between our mere instinctive appetences, desires, and aversions on the one hand, and our acts of choice on the other hand.    Wish is always an act of the will.    By it we may select a thing, or at least choose out a thing; or we put it away from us;    This may become a very powerful sentiment; we may muse upon an object, we may long for it, we may clasp it and cherish it.    The aspirations of the heart may be among the grandest and most inspiring of our affections, elevating the soul from earth to heaven.    Such breathings have made the Psalms so universally read by devout people.    The soul longeth, even fainteth, to behold the beauty of the Lord.
VI.  PREFERENCE.    This is the irpoaipco-ts of Aristotle, regarded by him as an essential element in virtue.    This makes all virtue voluntary, a doctrine which is true only when we make it embrace wish as well as positive decisions of  the mind.     In  this higher form of Will we come to a positive and decided determination: we elect an object or a course of conduct, and in doing so we have